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**************************************************** 
Sue Coleman—My Life as a Washo Indian 
GBB member Sue Coleman will present a pro-
gram about her life as a native Washo and 
growing up on the reservation.  Sue is a mem-
ber of the Washo nation, part of the Dressler-
ville Reservation. She will show us her beauti-
ful baskets and tell their histories and how 
they were used in everyday life. 
She learned the art of weaving from her 
mother, Theresa Smokey Jackson.  Theresa 
was known in 
her own right 
for her weav-
ing, native 
prayer, and 
sharing of the 
Washo tradi-
tions. Sue 
promised her 
mother that she would continue her dream to 
keep the art of Washo weaving alive. Her vi-
sion is that the knowledge of Washo basket 
weaving be passed on to future generations 
and will not be eroded or forgotten Sue was 
awarded the prestigious Nevada Governor’s 
Arts Award for Excellence in Folk Arts in 2002.  
GBB is proud to have Sue as one of our mem-
bers and we are looking forward to this out-
standing program.  
 

********************************************* 
 

Important dates  
Next meeting—Thursday Sept 4th 

Sue Coleman 
Third Thursday class,- Sept 18th 

Cindy Kinerson, beaded basket center 
Third Saturday—Sept 20th 

Molly Gardner, cross stitch basket 
——————————————————— 

Inside this issue  
                                                            Page # 
Workshops and classes…………….….2+4+6 
GBB minutes………………………….……….3 
Events and shows………….……………...4+5 
Volunteer Opportunities…………………...5+7 
Voice from the past …………………………..7 
Ways to start a basket ……………………….8 
Newsletter/web manager meeting…………...9 

Tips and misc notes and tidbits 
are scattered about the pages 
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Minutes of the Board of Directors  Meeting will 
appear in the October newsletter.  
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Www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org 

 

The September meeting will be considered 
our Annual Meeting. At that time, a slate of 
officers and board members for the year 
2009 will be presented to the membership 
and we will vote on them. 
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Glue Tip by Nadine Spier 
(�����������	��
���
 ): A friend recently in-

troduced me to the most incredible glue—Rhino 
glue. It’s anaerobic, which means you can apply it to 
a surface and take forever arranging the item. Once 
you press the two surfaces together, it robs the glue 
of air and it sets up in thirty seconds. It doesn’t ex-
pand like Gorilla glue and dries clear. And no, I 

don’t own company stock (����
�����������
 ) 
(Many thanks to Columbia Basin Basketry Guild 

newsletter for this tip.)  

 
Effective immediately, Pat Morfoot will as-
sume the responsibility for all communica-

tion with the Larry G. Johnson Center. 
 If you wish to cancel, change, shorten, or 

extend the hours, please call me at  
(775) 626- 8108, so that I may accommodate 

you  

 

 
July Treasurer’s report by Sandy Zoerner  

During the month of July, we took in $767.61 and paid out expenses of 
$652.52 leaving a balance in our accounts of $10,239.05.  Sparks Market 
sales total was $564.00 which has been dispersed to the basket makers 

participating during the market.  Given anticipated expenses includ-
ing monies approved by the board to be set aside for scholarships, the 
remaining balance on hand is $6,851.97.  Copies of detailed reports are 

available upon request.    
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Malinda Parks, August 7, 2008 

 
   
The GBB August meeting was off to a lively start, Joan used the communication board to list topics for discussion 
and new ideas were added until the board was full! GBB is guaranteed to have an exciting and creative calendar for 
2009. Now I’ll try to organize all that energy in the minutes. 
 
 Membership by Pat; current members are 188. Pat will be the coordinator for the meeting space at the Larry John-
son Center. New times for our 3rd Thurs classes have been expanded to 9:00am to 4:00pm allowing 30 minutes for 
set up and clean up. Six tables are allotted with chairs, if more are needed contact Pat prior to the class. 
  
Library by Connie; Enjoy a summer read and be inspired, check out our library. Applications are available in the 
library for the GBB Scholarship Fund. GBB has set aside $500.00 to be used for attending classes. The grants are 
$150.00 per person per year and may be used in any way to assist a person in taking a class. 
  
General Meeting programs; Sept 4th, Sue Coleman “Life as a Washoe”, bring a friend and enjoy her story.  Oct 3rd, 
bring your unfinished projects members will help solve problems and answer questions. Nov 6th, bring nonperish-
able food items to donate to the Reno Food Bank, also bring a beginning basket and a current basket for show and 
tell, it will help us beginners see that there is hope for improvement. 
  
Workshops; 3rd Thursday in September is Cindy Kinerson, Beaded Centers. 3rd Saturday in September is Cross 
Stitch by Molly. Sign ups are open so please contact the instructors. Thank you Joan and Kathryn for the Aug. 
classes. 
  
Special Teachers; Tish has 2 classes scheduled  in November contact her for more information. 
  
Exhibits and Shows; GBB made approximately $500.00 at the Sparks Farmers Market, however it was decided that 
Farmers Markets in general are not a good venue for displaying our baskets. Thank you Betty for organizing the 
effort. 
 
GBB will have a display at the Sparks Library in September. 

 
Mary Lee is requesting volunteers for an event at the Nugget 10-22 @7:30pm, contact her if you would like more 
info. 
  
Nominations for 2009; open positions 
Vice President 
Community Liaison 
Board of Directors 
Please call Eileen 530-544-5145, for details 
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So much to do and so little time, but check these o ut:  
 

August 29-31 , Annual Numaga Pow Wow at Hungry Valley, off of Pyramid Lake High-
way. Drumming, Dancing, Vendors. Hours: Friday 7 pm on, Sat: 12 noon on; Sunday: 
11 on. 
Sept. 5 , May Gallery, Rancho San Rafael: GBB members Claudia Knaus, Gretchen 
Ericson, and Barbara Prodaniuk are Wild Women members. See first peek of their 
show, “Bring It Home”. (Their Big show is Nov. 7-9. 
September 27-28, 2008 The 14th annual Folsom Gourd Arts Festival will be Folsom 
City Park..Over 150 artists will sell their exquisite artwork during the 2-day event 
The festival includes demonstrations entertainment, food and, of course, gourds 
Gatekeepers  Museum, Tahoe City : two state-of-the-art basket ex hibits: Rebecca 
Eagle’s amazing beaded pictorial baskets, never before exhibited together anywhere, 
and Dat-So-La-Lee’s miniatures and other baskets. This latter collection is valued at $3 
million. 
 
Sparks Library Exhibit: Check out the Great Basin Basketmaker's exhibit in the 
Sparks Library which will be installed Sept. 2 and be there through Sept 30th .  There 
are a variety of baskets. Thanks to everyone who contributed items to make the exhibit 
possible.   
    Donated baskets will be brought to the Oct. 2 GBB meeting.                     Betty Hulse 

********************************************************************************************** 
 

Perhaps a group of GBB members could go together to  one or both of the  
following activities.  Both would be interesting an d informative!  

 
May 2nd and 3rd   2009  Gourd and Basket Weekend  put on by the Misti Washington 
Guild in Encinitas, CA at the Botanical Gardens.  Classes, Vendors, and Exhibits  For 
more information call: 760-431-1645 or email caldesigns@roadrunner.com  
April 17-18  2010   Visalia CA  Conference of “Basket and Gourd Containers of Our 
Culture”  For further information contact Toni Best at capineneedles@sbcglobal.   
Ginger Summit will be the keynote speaker and Sue C oleman will be taking part. 
 

 
Sept. 17-21: Tidal Twinings, a convention in 
Lincoln City, on the Oregon coast. 13 Great 
teachers, from Jackie Abrams to Judith Olney. 
FMI: www.BasketryGuild.org 
 
May 2 & 3, 2009: Gourd & Basket Weekend at 
Quail Botanical Gardens, Encinitas, CA. 
www.baskets-gourds.com 
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Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal 
Annual Membership Dues: $20/yr, $35/2 yrs, $50/3 yrs.  (Renewals due in January) 

 
Date    Amount: $ ____    New _____  Renewal _____ 
 
Name  ______________________________________________________________________________              
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City   State   Zip   
 
Telephone    Email  __________________________ 

 

Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to: 
Great Basin Basketmakers  *  P. O. Box 11844  *  Reno, NV 89510-1844 

For GBB Member’s artwork sales and exhibits, check out the  
Gatekeeper’s Museum in Tahoe City and the  

Artist Co-Op in Reno . 
 

For bead supplies and some basket supplies  
see Cindy Kinerson’s  

Reno Bead Shop and Art Gallery, 542 Plumas Street 
775.322.2225 

 
Thanks to you who volunteered to help Mary Lee with an exciting but somewhat  

intimidating project: 
 

guiding circles of 20 people as they create webs of community and friendship at an 
opening reception of the International Convention for Community College and Uni-

versity People who are involved in Professional development and training.  
They expect 200 attendees and conference theme is “Weaving the Future”—what better  

ice-breaker could they have than weaving a web? 
 I need four more volunteers. You’ll either stand in the circle and help get the web going as 
I guide everyone, or stand outside the circle and retrieve the colorful jute balls that people 

drop. What an icebreaker, huh? No wonder they’re paying us $200! 
The reception will be at the Sparks Nugget Wed., Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. in the room next to the 
pool. We can do this! The activity will begin around 7:30 and shouldn’t take half an hour. 

You’ll get to eat delicious appetizers, mix with interesting folks from around the world, and 
earn GBB some money too. 

 
Please say you’ll help! Call Mary Lee at 746-0328 or e-mail at  

maryweave@sbcglobal.net.  
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 Come join us in learning to weave beaded centers for baskets, basket lids and 
gourds. Everyone will learn to do circular netted beadwork to create these colorful cen-
terpieces. Each person should finish at least one centerpiece, but we will not 
be weaving the basketry component around the piece in class. Class cost $15 ($20 non
-members), $7.50 materials fee. All materials provided (i.e. rings, patterns, beads, 
stringing materials, artificial sinew). We will be using artificial sinew to wrap the rings. 
This will be the material you will use later to weave the basket, so if you prefer a differ-
ent material (i.e. raffia, linen) please bring it, as well as a pair of scissors. 

Learn to make a small basket using a cross-stitch technique.  This one is a bit different 
with the spokes being on the outside and the weaver on the inside.  It starts out with an 
easy square base and ends up with a round top with a neat rim.  Once you learn the 
stitch, you can make future baskets from paper, cedar, grasses, tule, etc., and as large 
as you want. 
 All materials will be supplied, including the pre-cut dyed reed (in a cedar color), 25 yds 
waxed thread and a needle. 
You will need a small packing awl or tool, small pointed basketry or embroidery scis-
sors, 12" ruler or tape, spray bottle and a small bowl for water (under 1 qt size).  Bring 
your lunch and lots of enthusiasm, as this will be a fun class.    Class size is limited to 
12.  Call Molly at 673-1628 to sign up before Sept. 10th so a kit can be prepared for 
you.  

 Cost is $15 for members plus $8 materials. 
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It's nomination time again!  
We are filling positions for next year and have a few open-
ings for those of you who would like to join us in making 

GBB the great organization that it is. 
 

Want to volunteer for something? Call Eileen Brilliant at 
(530) 544-5145 and say "I will!", and you will be  

appreciated forevermore. 
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Thanks to all of the present and past newsletter editors and our website manager 
for their participation and suggestions. What a great meeting. Present were Sallie 
Moore, Sandy Zoerner, Karen Olson, Cindy Kinerson, Tia Flores, Molly Gardner, 
Cornelia Kallerud, and me, Mary Lee Fulkerson. 
 
First we got acquainted, which was important, for we didn’t all know everyone. 
Molly brought her binder containing the first ten years of GBB newsletters, and cur-
rent editors will pass those around to share. Several suggestions and ideas were 
tossed out and discussed. Editors agreed that each newsletter would be organized 
according to her own sensibility. (i.e., Minutes might be on the fourth page for one 
editor and the second for another.) Tia used to create her newsletter around a 
theme, usually a changing season. Cindy and some of the editors are originating 
articles that they think would be of interest to the group. Many of the newsletters in 
our exchange circle are using articles we originate; especially those on book re-
views, plant use, and inspiration.  Inspirational web sites to include in the newslet-
ter are always appreciated. 
 
Tia reminded us that 80 percent of our membership does not attend meetings, and 
we brainstormed how to make our newsletters appeal to those members. It was 
suggested that we include in one of the upcoming newsletters a questionnaire 
about what they like to read about; i.e., Bay Area Basket Maker members are writ-
ing  articles on “My Favorite Fiber”. Tools, color, techniques, and tips are interest-
ing topics, and Cindy (and who else?) gave web sites that contain uncopywrighted 
basket instructions that we can use if we acknowledge the source. (note: what are 
the sites?) 
 
The subject of e-mailing newsletters came up. Some liked the idea, as it saves pa-
per and postage and is more immediate. Others were concerned with members 
who don’t have e-mail and expressed the joy that comes with actually receiving the 
newsletter in the mail. Others said they automatically delete newsletters that arrive 
online. No decision was reached on this. 
 
We all agreed that classes outside of GBB, member exhibitions, and other member 
events and basketry-related events need to be acknowledged. The web site would 
be a perfect place for this sort of list, since there isn’t always room in the newslet-
ter. Sallie could add a page and begin to input all the information that we send her. 
(Not clear if this is a possibility now or later. Which is it?) Sallie expressed frustra-
tion with the current web site program, and others who are far more familiar with 
this than I offered suggestions. Karen is to provide Sallie with some information on 
one program (name?) who was highly recommended by all.  
 
GBB now has a very enthusiastic group of newsletter editors and one very commit-
ted webmaster. Aren’t we lucky, though?                                   Mary Lee Fulkerson. 
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Great Basin Basketmakers—Established January 1987 
* Meet the first Thursday of each month in Sparks at the  
Larry D. Johnson Community Center, 1200 12th Street. 
* Open business meeting at 11 AM.  All are welcome.  

* Bring a sack lunch. 
 Show and Tell/Lunch 12-1 PM.  *Program starts at 1:00 PM 

* Membership dues for Great Basin Basketmakers are 20/yr, $35/2 
yrs, $50/3 yrs.  Dues are to be paid annually in January.  Membership 
includes monthly newsletter, access to large library and reduced work-

shop rates. 
Please direct address changes, membership dues, and requests for 

membership to Pat Morfoot 
4747 Pradera St,. Sparks, NV  89436-1649,  775-626-8108,  

www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org 
E-Bulletin board:  Contact Margaret Marshall at gmlmarshall@aol.com  
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Next Month’s Newsletter Editor is:  ��������	
��
(775) 852-5401 or  kvolson@charter.net 
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